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Val entine's Day History
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Roman Roots
The history of Valentine's Day is obscure, and flIthaHeentimLedéeSﬁ bly sv
the ancient Romaenctedwirwvadall idfy cel ebration Romeme@Gelrasieds annually on

Irecast this pagan festival as a Christian feast d'\é%/eEiirncga |4§&2,0 dec
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Which St. Valentine this early pope iCmattéhrode d tEm ¢thheerroerp erdé mai N's @ my s
were at least three early Christian saints by thaRelame.pelalk 8wWas na
third St. Valentine almost nothing is known except that he met| his
tines were said to have been martyred on Feb. 14)Jan. Speaker Re
Most schol ars believe that the St. Valentine of tfqeanh'olvgz?yt Iwrgg al?lp
Clauddrusundd 270. At this stage, the factual ends |@2nHl{heSPryR §BE Speg
prohibited marriage for young men, claiming that IQaOclh?eISpsonrrSaQ/lESHﬂdt
form marriage ceremonies but was eventually apprelfé@ndldd by the |[Roma
Val entine, imprisoned by Claudius, fell in | ove WwiGtoh fthRe(gaiusgtgftaltio
sent her a |letter signed "from your Valentine." PFobrarhly the mgst p
focuskrd) wanssi onat &g &(phe )i shtdtanon ove): he was martyred for refusing t
In 1969, the Catholic Church revised its liturgi¢&Olcfa)l BRE@d S gHamhdy
were questionable. St. Valentine was one of the cgsourmqreg.orate
Chaucer's Love Birds Fundr abk6éeis
It was not wuntil the 14th century that this ChriMoirﬁintéﬁaSSﬁJeddaiy X
UCLA medi eval schol ar Hemawc éArn sgmd tKhred | Qu li tChdefaeprPmtt eVratl £ h hi t C
first linked St. Val entine's Day with romance. pon Books

In 1381, Chaucer composed a poem iRi chhoamrodin hokf offh.eBloghnggnai g ge i tg |blet| we e n
As was the poetic tradition, Chaucer associated trrw_-anocga%iaonpe:gmz'th a

engagement, the mating season of birds, and St. alentine's Das), ar e
D&D News 1
For this was on St. Valentine's |Day, the Newk4
When every fowl cometh there to chcoAsDeD@iPrreasjieij_Fnt
Tradition of Valentine's Cards Letter
Over the centuries, the holi-gdiayi egoanvedexamangpiyng hktand@moadeenanugy, on
tine's Day had becomenacdemmar einnt i bhreg lcaamr dd.s Hrearmdd of Rggé,or}i‘oyofpssraht
hearts eventually spread to the American coIoniesReEk‘eoﬁrF\q/itaP-ap P
United States, however, until the 1850s, when EstpgrptA. Howl réj, a
Mass., bpmgaduamasg them. Today, of course, the holi,da h a becoimme a
ing to the Greeting Card Association, 25% of all/l (':AZDrddngzrgterezadch y €
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James A. Gi bbs 1 s a founder
of Five States Energy Compa
er and officer of Fi ve St a

Jim has been active in the

wor ked for the California (

19614, when he returned to L[

sulting geol ogi st and an i

soon founded Petroleum Resources, | nc. , I
vals he served as the exploration manager
pany, Cornell Oil Company, and Lyco Energ
He i s a past president and Honorary Me mb e
can Association of Petroleum Geol ogi st s,
tee. He i s a member of the Board of Dire
versity and Trustee of the Institute for
Board of the Dallas Museum of Nature and
um Council, the Explorers Club, nd the |
He has received the Michael T. Halbouty O
l i am B. Her oy Distinguished Service Award
orary Membership from the Society of I nde
Jim received his B.S. and M. S. degrees 1in
past chairman of the Al umni Advisory Coun
currently serves on the Board of Visitors
was awarded OUO6s Regents Award in 1996.
Jimis married to the former Judith Walke
t wo sons, both of whom founded their own
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